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When I read about real weddings in magazines, I am looking for the stories about the couples. I often find that
the features focus on the décor, reception details and of course the wedding dress.
Weddings are about our human experience with love and how we share it with those close to us. ’21 Real
Weddings’ explores love in prose and photo. I chose 10 outstanding weddings that I performed over the years
and selected 6 distinctive wedding photographers to highlight love stories to inspire you.

Like In The Movies: The Amazing Girl
Walked Into His Life

Love & Courage: From His Wheelchair, Into
Her Arms

Once Upon a Time, There was a Goth
Wedding

Magical Valentine Handfasting on the
Rideau Canal

Vows to a new step-daughter really touched
our hearts.

Love on the Open Water: A wedding on a
sailboat

Brrr Wedding: An Outdoor Ceremony in -20C
Weather

Balloon Artist was Hit at Family Fun
Wedding!

Romantic Groom Surprises His Bride & Her
Grandfather

Congratulations! Today is your day. You’re
off to Great Places!
You’re off and away!
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Like In The Movies:
The Amazing Girl Walked Into His Life
Sitting at his desk, he mused with followed by her two sisters and
his workmate about a fabulous brother. When her whole family
girl he’d read about in an article arrives at the front, there are lots of
on the Internet. She had biked
across Canada visiting the national
parks, loved canoeing and climbing
mountains. She would be the kind
of girl he could really fall for. He
couldn’t help thinking “Wow, what
an amazing girl….What if?”
Two hours later, his boss interrupted
his work and asked him to train a
new employee. He looked up to find
it was… the amazing girl! Within two
days, she moved across the street
from him and was at his doorstep
with a bottle of wine. It was as if
this was a movie; the amazing girl
had walked into his life.

hugs exchanged among the bride,
groom and family. It was really
touching to see the whole family
present the bride.

Instead of traditional readings in
the ceremony, the bride’s best
Three years and many bottles of friend and the groom’s brother each
wine and canoe trips later, I am paid tribute to the couple. They
with the groom waiting for his recounted the couple’s story from
bride to arrive. We are at Temple’s their perspective and offered their
Sugar Camp, which
best wishes for the
is outside Ottawa,
future. There were
“You’ve made
with snow falling
many laughs and
my
life
so
much
on the picturesque
“Aww” moments in
richer,
and
you’ve
landscape.
She
their telling.
arrives late because
opened my eyes
they were, not
bride and groom
to my potential The
surprisingly, caught
had decided to recite
behind a snow plow. and our potential their own personal
We all get ready to
vows to each other.
together.”
begin the ceremony.
The groom said,
“You’ve made my
The bridesmaid walks down the life so much richer, and you’ve
aisle of the wood-framed building opened my eyes to my potential
with the string quartet playing and our potential together.” As he
Gabriel’s Oboe. The bride steps out finished, with tears welling up in
and is seen accompanied on either his eyes, matching hers, he turned
side by her father and mother, and to me and said, “I can’t kiss her yet
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right?” and I said, “No, not yet.”
Her vows were equally filled with
emotion in promising to always be
sincere in loving him as he loved
her. It is at times like these that I feel
the emotional connection between
couples. It is energy so great that
it radiates and fills the room with
beautiful love – so that we all start
crying. I said to the bride when she
finished, “You can’t kiss him yet,
either.”
I could feel everyone’s anticipation
as I started the declaration of
marriage. After declaring them
husband and wife, I boldly stated,
“Now you can kiss!” They kissed
with great enthusiasm, and the
guests gave them a standing
ovation. I watched as they walked
down the aisle. It was the amazing
girl who had walked into his life.
Now they walked in life together.

Portrait by Andrew Van Beek of photoVanBeek Studio ~ photovanbeek.com

Once Upon a Time,
There was a Goth Wedding
Halloween is a fabulous time for bride wore a gorgeous form-fitting
a theme wedding. I performed black dress with a black flower and
a Goth wedding at the Mayfair feather bouquet.
Theatre, one of Ottawa’s last two
neighborhood cinemas, and one of
the oldest surviving independent
movie houses in all of Canada.
The couple booked the theatre
for the afternoon, just before the
traditional Halloween showing of
the “Rock Horror Picture Show” at
the Mayfair.
The Mayfair is a great venue for
the fact that it contains a number
of architectural features that
make it uniquely suitable for a
Goth wedding. It has four fauxbalconies draped with rich fabric to
suggest the presence of “hidden”
staircases and hallways behind the
auditorium walls; the two larger
balconies topped with clay-tile
canopies evoking the roofs of a
Mediterranean public plaza; and
additional decorations include
medieval-style wrought-iron lamps,
iron spears and ornate moulding.

I started the ceremony with a story
that the groom wrote. It is their
story. This is how he tells it to their
two daughters.

locks were held back by a sweaty
blue bandana. The messenger
courted the young maiden and

brought her a flower that he had
handpicked. He then asked her to
accompany him on an evening. She
did just that.

Once upon a time, there was The night was magical. They spent
a lovely fashionista mailroom- hours walking along a canal, ate a
maiden.
Her hair
delicacy known as
was black and pink
There were over a hemp brownie
and her personality
25 lit candles at and watched a
Everyone was encouraged to bright. She spent her
film. Her love for
the front of the
come dressed in costume for the days in a dark and
the
messenger
ceremony. I donned my circa 1800 dingy room in a giant theatre where the was
undeniable
garb and headed to the Mayfair. glass tower shackled ceremony was to and on the day
There were over 25 lit candles at by
drab
officedevoted to love by
take
place.
the front of the theatre where appropriate attire.
Saint
Valentine,
the ceremony was to take place.
the maiden asked
Once all was ready, I stood with One day, a handsome man the messenger to enter into a
the groom, who had Frankenstein approached the room and asked for relationship. From that moment
bolts in his neck, waiting for the a package. He was a bike messenger. onwards, their life began as one.
bridal party to enter. All the women The young maiden was impressed.
were in black, of course, and held He was intelligent, charming, and Everyone now knew that this
bouquets of blood red flowers that did I mention handsome. His smile was going to be a very special
were made from egg cartons. The was mesmerizing and his golden celebration of their joining together.
~3~

tethered, this goblet’s wine is your
blood of devotion, so sup from this
dedication potion.
The couple took turns drinking from
the goblet with their right hands.
They each repeated these vows:
I will stand by your side,
I will stand between you and all
which would harm you.
I will never betray you, for you are
my Heart, my Soul and my Life.
Rings were exchanged and I declared
them married. Following their kiss,
they walked out the theatre to the
The bride confirmed when I asked, Within each other, these two are concessions stand were candies
and goodies awaited
if she came of her own will and if found, bear witness
“Sometimes
everyone for a brief
she had her family’s blessing.
as their souls are
another
soul
walks
intermission before
bound.
After a blessing, the bride and
our path, then two all were invited back
into the theatre for
groom pledged their dedication I bound the couple’s
become one, in a private showing of
to walk the night together with a left wrists together
love everlast.”
“Casablanca”. Later,
handfasting and sharing of a goblet with a cloth.
the reception was
of wine.
Stand now as you will stand forever, held at the Courtyard Restaurant.
Like this cloth your hearts are

From the night we come, to the
night we go, cursed or blessed to
walk the Moonlight alone.
Sometimes another soul walks our
path, then two become one, in love
everlast.
~4~
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Vows to a new step-daughter
really touched our hearts
I want you to know that I dearly
love your mom. As you have so
graciously shared this wonderful
woman with me, so will I share the
love I feel for her with you. I promise
to be fair and to be honest, and to
be available for you as I am for your
mom. I will not attempt to replace
anyone, but to make a place in
your heart that is for me alone. On
this day when I marry your mom,
I marry you. And I promise to love
you and support you as my own. I
give you this necklace that you may
wear it as a symbol of the vows I
made to you this day.
When I met this couple, there
already was a running joke that it
was the battle of the spreadsheets
in organizing this wedding. She
is an accountant and is very
meticulous about everything. So I
was not surprised to see her arrive
at the site fifteen minutes before
the start time. I kidded her about
that to which she chuckled. This
was a second wedding for the bride
and her daughter was to be part of
the ceremony.

The couple decided that the groom
would say a few words, a promise
or vow to the bride’s daughter after
they had express their vows to each
other. It was important to the couple
that a new family bond be created.
He was to also give her a necklace
as a symbol of the new family. His
words moved and touched all our
hearts. Here they are:

“I will not attempt to
replace anyone, but
to make a place in
your heart that is for
me alone. On this day
when I marry your
mom, I marry you.”

~6~

He then gave her a hug. In typical
teenager fashion she said, “Do we
have to?”
So who won the battle of the
spreadsheet? The bride did. When
I checked in with the groom at the
beginning, he had forgotten the
necklace at home. The bride had
a spare!
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Brrr Wedding:
An Outdoor Ceremony in -20C Weather
A winter outdoor wedding can
be very romantic. You can image
being in a wooded area with
fluffy snow on the trees painting
a picturesque scene. The warmth
of the couple exchanging their
wedding vows would hearten the
guests in attendance. Yes all this is
true including the -20C bitter cold
temperature that can accompany Nonetheless, it took around thirty
minutes to transport all the guests
the day.
to the site. Despite being bundled
up myself, I was getting cold waiting
for everyone to arrive.

The set up was truly magical. About
one hundred guests were taken to
the wooded area for the ceremony The groom and his party arrived.
by three sets of horse drawn I was astonished to see that they
were only in suits
sleighs.
Snow
wearing
had been cleared The set up was truly and
and packed at
magical. About one regular shoes.
the
ceremony hundred guests were When the bride
and bridesmaids
site. The trees
taken
to
the
wooded
appeared in the
provided shelter
from the wind. area for the ceremony sleigh, I was truly
The only challenge by three sets of horse surprised. They
were merely in
was the -20C
drawn sleighs.
strapless dresses
temperatures.
and shawls! Upon
Most people were appropriately seeing this, I wasted no time in
dressed. Guests huddled around starting the ceremony so that I
a fire trying to keep warm. could get these gals back to the
warm reception hall.
~8~

Having pronounced them husband
and wife, the couple kissed and
we all headed back immediately
on the waiting sleigh. The groom
was shaking uncontrollably on the
return trip - probably suffering from
mild hypothermia. The bridesmaids
made a dash for the hall once we
stopped. Finally, settled in warmer
quarters we took the time to sign
all the paperwork to complete the
wedding.
Hot apple cider and other beverages
were waiting for the guests when
they made their way back. I heard
one guest laughingly tell the bride,
“I will certainly remember YOUR
wedding!”

Portrait by Mark Cooper of Mark Cooper Photography ~ markshots.com

Romantic Groom Surprises
His Bride & Her Grandfather
grandmother. There was a special
moment when her grandfather
blessed the marriage. It was obvious
that she was very fond and felt
close to her both her grandparents.

She arrived in a white limo and
they hired a horse drawn carriage
for after the ceremony. However,
the groom arranged for a special
romantic gift for his bride and
her grandfather without their
knowledge. It was one of the
sweetest romantic gestures I’ve
seen.
All was going according to what that was about and that’s when he
we planned. The bride was on let me in on the secret.
time arriving in her white limo
at
Strathmere
The
wedding
Inn. Since I
The bride shouted
ceremony went
love horses, I
in joy when she saw well. At the start,
had visited the
I said some words
the 1930 Chevrolet
carriage pulled
acknowledging
by two Percheron parked outside and the those who could
horses earlier.
grandfather beamed. not be with us
As I was getting
physically
but
ready to head
whose love was
out to the ceremony area, I noticed not forgotten on this occasion.
an antique car parked in front of I noticed the bride get a little
the Lodge. I asked the groom what teary over the recent loss of her

After the kiss, the newly married
couple headed out to pose for
pictures. I took special attention
to help the grandfather out for the
special gift that was arranged. The
bride shouted in joy when she saw
the 1930 Chevrolet parked outside
and the grandfather beamed.
There is a family picture of a
groom helping his new bride out
of a 1930 Chevrolet. It is a picture
of the bride’s grandfather and
grandmother on their wedding day.
The groom had secretly arranged
to have that picture re-enacted for
his love and her grandfather. What
a romantic and thoughtful gesture!
After the pictures were taken
with the car, the couple went for
the horse drawn carriage ride as
planned. Well Done, Mr. Groom.
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Love & Courage:
From His Wheelchair, Into Her Arms.
I have absolute certainty in the
power of love. I have witnessed
how powerful a motivator love
is in overcoming all manner of
circumstances. A couple can have
similar values and hopes for a future
– but it is love that makes it come
true. In an astonishing act of love
and courage, this groom insisted on
overcoming his wheelchair twice
– to say his vows and to seal their
marriage with a kiss.

had lost control of the car. It was
during his hospitalization that the
doctors found he had glioblastoma
multiforme (GBM), which is by
far the most common and most
malignant form of brain tumors. It
is the same form of brain cancer
that Senator Ted Kennedy was
diagnosed with and ultimately died
from.
After eighteen months of treatment,
he is cancer-free. However, the
treatments have left him paralyzed
on one side. The bride told me,
“My guy is not a statistic and is
proving the doctors wrong. For the
first day, he could only move his
thumb. Well, we have come a long
way since then, and we plan on
going a lot further and a lot longer.”
The groom was anxious about the
ceremony. She needed to carefully
plan the ceremony with him.

When I checked in with each of
them before the ceremony, they
were upbeat. He was a little anxious
It was a last minute request for a at saying his vows, and I reassured
wedding ceremony – scheduled him that everyone there loved him,
within two weeks. I happened so he could take all the time he
to be available and accepted the needed. “Yes, it is about love,” he
wedding. I received a request to replied.
meet them in their home to go
over the ceremony,
At the front of the
you’re the one
since the groom
room, we waited for
I
want
to
go
was in a wheelchair.
his bride to enter.
After being together through time with. Many of the male
for six years, plus
guests were dressed
heart surgery, the groom had a similarly to the groom, in jeans and
car accident in 2009 that broke a Hawaiian shirt. The bride walked
his back, shoulder and right eye. down the aisle to Jim Croce’s “Time
He had suffered a seizure and in a Bottle.” Upon seeing her and
~ 12 ~

hearing the lyrics, he and many of
us, shed tears.
We came to their vows. As planned,
the bride reached down and helped
him stand. They stood hugging
each other as they each repeated
their vows. We all felt the absolute
conviction and passion in those
vows. After a moment, she let him
sit back in the chair so that we could
sign the register and license.
The moment for me to declare
them married had come. As the
bride moved in to seal their vows
with a kiss, he stopped her. He
insisted on standing again to kiss
her upright. And it was a passionate
kiss between them. Their display
of love and courage, together as a
couple, inspired everyone. It was a
standing ovation when she pushed
his wheelchair down the aisle to
exit.
It is at times like these when I
know that love does motivate us to
conquer our shortcomings. It allows
us to see our authentic selves. The
power of love gives us the energy
to move forward with our lives in
hope of a better future.

Portrait by Andrew Van Beek of photoVanBeek Studio ~ photovanbeek.com

Magical Valentine
Handfasting on the Rideau Canal
The big snowflakes were gently
falling, while I conducted a
handfasting on the Ottawa Rideau
Canal. The City of Ottawa has the
Rideau Canal that runs through
it. During the winter, the Canal
becomes the world’s largest skating
rink. From start to end, you can
skate 7.8 km. It was on the frozen
canal that I performed a magical
valentine handfasting.

accompanied by their parents,
walked arm-in-arm down the canal
to join us in the center of the semicircle. The bride and groom settled
in front of me after hugs were
exchanged with the parents.
There was a special moment at the
beginning when I said these words,

I met the bride and groom at the
bride’s parent’s house just before
the start time of the ceremony. The
house oversees the Rideau Canal
and the view of people skating by
was tremendous. I could see big
snowflakes falling gently. I asked for
the rings that were to be exchanged.
Immediately, I was struck by the “We would like to take a moment of
unique and beautiful design of silence to allow everyone to connect
the bride’s ring. It had two rows with their God or spiritual guides.
of diamonds and an offset larger In this moment of connection we
diamond. One row of diamonds all take part in setting and holding
was from the bride’s
a sacred space for
grandmother’s ring
their ceremony today.”
When they
and the other row
After that, it did seem
kissed,
the
from the groom’s
that this public place
crowd
exploded
g r a n d m o t h e r.
had become sacred.
The offset larger in joyous cheer! People would skate by,
diamond had come
and become silent in
from an antique
respect to the ceremony
ring. I also received the seven foot underway. There were about six
knitted chord that the bride had kids who were skating by who
made. This was for the handfasting stopped and watched. Their father
portion of the ceremony.
insisted that they leave. But they
said, “No Daddy, there’s a wedding
We set off for the location on the going on!” And they stayed the
canal just behind the house. Most whole time. In fact, the audience
guests were already there. Once doubled as by-passers stopped to
the guests were marshaled into a join in the moment.
semi-circle, the bride and groom I needed to brush the snow off
~ 14 ~

my text so I could continue. The
handfasting was very moving.
A handfasting ceremony is the
recognition that things will not
always go right in a relationship.
However, the intent is never to
harm. The intent is to combine
strengths and failings to forge a
better relationship. I made seven
statements. At each statement,
I wound the knitted chord one
more time around their clasp right
hands stating, “And so the binding
is made.” to seal the intention.
They exchanged rings. I blessed the
couple and declared them to be
married.
When they kissed, the crowd
exploded in joyous cheer! Their
fates were sealed. They received
many congratulations even from
people they did not know. The
ceremony was complete and the
sacred place slowly dispersed
having served its purpose. People
skated by. Yet as I walked off, the
magic still lingered.

Portrait by Barb Cameron of Barbara-Ann Studios ~ barbara-ann-studios.com

Love on the open water:
A wedding on a sailboat
It was a perfect day for a wedding.
The sun was shinning and the
temperature was a temperate 26C
with a slight breeze. I headed out
to the Ottawa River to perform a
wedding on a 40 ft sailboat. When
I arrived there were six boats
anchored and tied together for the
event. There were about 30 people
gathered for this event.

This was a very special ceremony
for all of us. We had a champagne
toast to start the celebration. I then
needed to leave to conduct another
wedding ceremony. I wish them
all the love and happiness they
deserve.

The bride made her way from shore
in a dinghy. The dinghy was rowed
across the river by a friend as she
sat with her parasol.
After greeting everyone, the groom
and I installed ourselves on the bow
of the sailboat. They had decorated
the boat with tulle so that there
was an ‘arch’ for us.

It was a wonderful ceremony with
some humour and laughs.
And they were so happy when
I declared them married. They
couldn’t stop kissing!

~ 16 ~

When I arrived
there were six boats
anchored and tied
together for the event.
~
... And they were so
happy when I declared
them married. They
couldn’t stop kissing!
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Balloon Artist was a
Hit at Family Fun Wedding!
was where their spent their time colors. I declared “Just as these
grains of sand can
and focus. All of
never be separated
their friends were in
This couple
and poured again
the same situation.
included a
into the individual
They decided to
make their wedding balloon artist as containers, so will
family
be.”
family friendly so that part of the fun. your
After an exchange
everyone could relax
and have a good time. I didn’t have of vows and rings, the bride, who
is considerably shorter than the
to wear my suit!
groom, stood on a stool for the kiss.
They had the day well planned. I
arrived and Brad the balloon artist
was already hard at work. He had
decorated the yard with balloon
flowers and figures. It gave the
backyard a whimsical feel and you
could sense the fun. The ultimate
fun was that he created life size
balloon models of the bride, groom
and two boys which matched what
It was his second marriage and he they were wearing.
was bringing with him two young
boys into the union. When I met The short ceremony was focused
them, the bride and groom stated on bringing a new family together.
that they were in the middle of I performed a unity sand ceremony And then the party began.
bringing up a young family. Family where everyone chose their own The kids loved the balloon models
of themselves. Later, when the rest
of the guests arrived, a hot dog
vendor and a bouncy castle would
provide more entertainment for
the family fun wedding. This couple
embraced the kids in their life and
made their wedding day a fun day
to remember for all.
Brides and grooms struggle with
the decision to include or exclude
children at their wedding. Some do
not want kids there. When you and
most of your friends have kids, why
not make the wedding a family fun
day? This couple included a balloon
artist as part of the fun.
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Congratulations! Today is your day.

You’re off to Great Places! You’re off and away!
In some places,
there seems to still
be quite a debate as
to whether to allow
same-sex marriages.
In Canada, samesex
marriages
are allowed. I’ve
performed
many
of these wedding
ceremonies for both
men and women.
In my experience,
same-sex weddings

There really
is something
about a public
declaration of love
and community
acceptance of
the couple that
connects us all.

have been among
the most moving
and touching that
I’ve conducted.
One of the most
touching weddings
involved
two
lovely women who
decided to get
married after being
together for ten
years. The ceremony
was held on a dock
on the Mississippi

River near Ottawa. I was outfitted
with a remote lapel microphone so
the one hundred guests on shore
could hear me. The couple arrived
in a boat to the music of Black Eyed
Peas and a joyous and applauding
audience.

We ended with a champagne toast
to the couple. It was really special
that one of their friends recited one
of my favourite readings,” Oh the
places you’ll go.” by Dr. Seuss. The
couple said to me that they thought
that after all this time, it would
feel the same. They admitted that
being married felt different. There
really is something about a public
declaration of love and community
acceptance of the couple that
connects us all. It is for this that we
all celebrate!
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Alan Viau
weddingchaplain.ca
Dr. Viau has been performing weddings and other life celebrations in the capital of Canada,
Ottawa, since 2004. As a multi-faith, multi-cultural wedding officiant, he works with and
crafts a wedding ceremony for the bride and groom. He aims to ensure the ceremony is a
true expression of what is in their hearts. Alan is the author of “From The Heart! Wedding
Ceremonies That Work.” available on his website.

Liz Bradley

Barb Cameron

Liz is a self-proclaimed nerd who
loves to laugh. Her best friend is
her amazing husband, Thomas
and she adores their three dogs
and dogs in general.

Barbara Ann’s style can easily be
described as romantic, sexy and
glamorous and she strives to
provide her clients with images
that reflect the emotion of the
day. She believes every couple
deserves unique images from their wedding day.

elizabethandjane.ca

barbara-ann-studios.com

Liz is a photographer and graphic designer in Ottawa.

Mark Cooper

Blair Gable

markshots.com

blairgable.com

Mark Cooper has been a working
Blair Gable is a full-time editorial
photographer for over 20 years.
photographer working for the
Mark’s fashion background has
countries largest media outlets.
greatly influenced his wedding
Blair shoots weddings the same
photography style. Today Mark
way he shoots for his editorial
Cooper photography is one of the
clients. Documentary wedding
most trusted and sought after wedding photography photography – interesting storytelling, real moments
services in the Ottawa area.
and compelling portraits.

Amna Hakim

Andrew Van Beek

amnahakim.com

photovanbeek.com

Amna Hakim is a Wedding and
Lifestyle photographer and has
been photographing people in
love for over 5 years. She loves
traveling all over the world to be
a part of a couples special day.

Andrew is from Ottawa; is an
avid runner, cyclist, and skier
and is a father and a husband.
He is a science and history buff,
loves music, art and food, and
has been a photographer since
the beginning of time.
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